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try and advance again, take new objectives which will
give rise to new attacks involving a new utilisation of
forces : such is the series of undertakings to be carried
on during the preparation, until the limit of the last
covers or the main line of resistance of the enemy have
been reached, or again, until the troops are in a state of
complete exhaustion.

These efforts mainly devolve upon the first-line troops,
as a result of the necessity of kteeping the others covered
at a distance, of reserving them in order to maintain and
supply the preparation.

They cannot be directed by a high command, nor by a
commander acting from the rear and sending up troops*
Yet these first-line operations cannot succeed without
having forces at their disposal It therefore behoves
officers commanding first-line units (companies, bat-
talions) to display initiative and understanding in order
to combine the action of their forces, however disorgan-
ised thcjsmay be, against the objectives to be successively
carried; in order to reduce to a minimum such forces
as are holding the conquered points of the ground, and
to use the rest of their forces against the points which
have stity to be conquered.

Once progress has become impossible, they must try
and attain by their fire the enemy artillery and organise
their forces in order to drive back the enemy's attempts;
this will be the last phase of preparation, until the
moment when decisive attack is to be carried out.

To be well conducted, preparative action must assume
an ever-increasing vigour and energy from its outset until
the moment when th% decisive act is about to be per-
formed; this requires successive reinforcement, and, in
consequence, a distribution of troops in depth, which
is further unavoidable from the necessity of keeping
one's reserves sheltered for a long time from the fire
directed on the first line.

Though this preliminary action is often termed a
combat of mere demonstration, it implies an extreme energy
on the part of the performers. For troops in action,
for secondary first-line units, there is only one matoer
of fighting, and that is to fight with the utmost vigour,